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Producers in the Eastern Region that are registered with the Eastern or National Pig Health Improvement Scheme might be entitled to: 
· Financial assistance for validating & monitoring the status of their unit for Porcine Reproductive and Respiratory Syndrome Virus (PRRSV) and

· Diagnostic investigation of the cause of upsurges of clinical disease.

Please see below for more information about the two situations for which financial assistance is available. As veterinary time is not funded for either situation, you may wish to do this at your next quarterly visit where appropriate.
Deadline for supported submissions is the end of 15 February 2012
1. Validation of ‘Supposed negative’ PRRSV status
Many of the units registered on the Eastern Pig Health Scheme will have had their PRRSV status assessed as ‘Supposed Negative’ by the attending vet without full or recent testing. This is acceptable for initial mapping purposes. However, it would be very informative to test these units to confirm or update the declared status. Funding is available to cover the cost of serological testing for PRRSV of unvaccinated pigs at, or shortly before, slaughter age as detailed below:

1. The number of blood samples to be collected is given in the table below:

a) Number of serum samples required for 95% confidence, 20% seroprevalence

	Pig Group Size
	Sample Size

	50
	12

	100
	13

	200
	13

	250+
	14


 b) Where pigs are sourced from more than one unit and not mixed in paddocks or buildings, each source should be treated as a separate group and sampled separately
c) Within each group of pigs, try to select pigs for bleeding at random across pens or paddocks

2. Your vet should complete the general submission form for the Animal Health and Veterinary Laboratories Agency (AHVLA) Bury St Edmunds in the usual manner when submitting the blood samples, giving the unit’s postcode and CPH number. The reason for submission should be given as ‘Monitoring’ and ‘EPH PRRSV serology – FT1478’ should be written on the form.
3. Results will be reported in the usual manner to your veterinary surgeon. If they show the PRRSV status to be different to that declared, the status should be updated by your veterinary surgeon on your vet survey on the EPH website.

4. No charge will be made to your vet by AHVLA for this testing which is funded directly by EPH.

2. Diagnostic investigations into the cause of upsurges of clinical disease
A primary objective for EPH is the improved biosecurity and health of pigs in the EPH region. One means of achieving improved pig health is the early diagnosis and treatment of new diseases on farm, thus reducing the impact on pig performance and the opportunity for disease spread. 

Reimbursement for the cost of diagnostic post-mortem examinations at AHVLA Bury St Edmunds is available at a rate of 50% providing the following criteria have been met:
· Mortality to have increased by more than 50% or have been at consistently high levels of more than 15%, and/or
· The number of sick pigs to have at least doubled in the last 10 days

· The unit is registered with the National Pig Health Improvement Scheme (to register go to www.pighealth.org.uk - those registered with the Eastern Pig Health Scheme are eligible but will need to reregister with on the National Scheme to keep receiving the benefits)
Payment to the AHVLA for this service will be done in the usual way and producers will then need to contact BPEX for reimbursement. A condition of funding being obtained is that the outcome of the diagnostic investigation will be shared with BPEX. If your producer believes their situation should be considered for funding feel free to give me a call on the number below. 

Katja Stoddart at BPEX: Katja.Stoddart@bpex.ahdb.org.uk or 02476-478796.
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Guide to Accessing Pig Health Improvement Funding for Diagnostic Investigations in the Eastern Regions
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PHIP puts investigation summaries on website. 





Producer submits the initial post-mortem report and preliminary investigation summary to BPEX within 7 days of receipt to initiate return of 50%. Producer will also need to sign a form stating that they are happy with BPEX sharing the information with registered members of the Pig Health Improvement Project (PHIP), which now incorporates EPH.





Farm vet sends AHVLA reports and summaries to the producer along with recommendations and suggested treatments.





No








No





Farm vet discusses best material for diagnosis with Veterinary Investigation Officer at Animal Health and Veterinary Laboratories Agency (AHVLA). Submit material to AHVLA Bury St Edmunds (likely to be batch of 3 live/freshly dead pigs, ideally untreated, or whole aborted/stillborn litters) 





Yes





AHVLA sends reports in usual manner to farm vet and, after discussion with vet, sends preliminary and final investigation summaries. 





Is funded diagnostic testing agreed?





Farm vet seeks advice of BPEX. 





Has notifiable disease been ruled out (if notifiable disease suspected this should be reported to local animal health office)? 





Yes





Yes





Yes





Has Eastern Pig Health (EPH) supported diagnostic testing on this unit in the previous 3 months?





Have the following criteria been met? 


Mortality has increased by more than 50% or been at consistently high levels of more than15%, and/or


The number of sick pigs has doubled in the last 10 days, and


There are any of the following symptoms: diarrhoea, respiratory, abortions/stillbirths/weak neonates, nervous, wasting or evidence of lethargy, fever and loss of appetite











Are there any of the following symptoms: Diarrhoea, respiratory, abortions/stillbirths/weak neonates, nervous, wasting or evidence of lethargy, fever and loss of appetite?











